8 P IC E C H 



OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
verod in the House of Beprosentatives, on the 80th of March, 185S. 



r. Chairman, I have been an attentive listener 
he arguQienti! on this Le<!«n>ptoa question for 
e months. Whilst some of the speeches have 
cahn and coaeiderat';. 7 feel constrained to 
that, by far, the larger number have been vio- 
and extremely eectionol, tending directly to 
en the respect, which the North and the 
h should have for each other, and which is 
ntial to the safety of the Union itael£ I have 
rd and read speeches delivered both in this 
"«e, and in the other end of this Capitol, by 
tlemen from the A^orth and from the South, 
true spirit and meaning of which is ditunion. 
rue, most, if not aJl,profsgi to lore the Union 
the Constitution. Their speeches are filled 
h expreesione of high veneratiob for the Con- 
tution of our fathers. They indulge in patriotic 
ains. Their addresses are roSed in the most 
utiful habiliments, oversowing with profes* 
aa and ^ssuraooes most impoeingw The spirit 
ditunufn is. however, the cor». It is pre* 
nt«d, and perusal and handling secured, as 
ou would aap, in a casket of beautiful flowers. 
]le design is evidently to infuse the poisononai 
irit of dtsuoloQ — where, /or it, thei* could be 
p rteeption, wore proper labelf fM^taobed. Ptxy 
esaoQS of pituriodsm are uttered ia loud and eSc^ 
nent ton^sj for^ peace and harmony, whilst tb(S 
yldent dri£^ is to exitsperste and me^e Wider tbo 

"With pak end regret ats I f[>roed to the belief 
iSm^ are gentJomoit on thi^ floor, wito, while they 
oppose the admisaioa of Kaaw vltii th« Leoomp* 
tpa (Jpnatitution, do really desire the bill to pass 
fi^^; stke of 0firUu9 '0OQBequenG«B, disasttious 
tct (he peaoe aftd^ h^^ony of tho ooulitry, which 
Ibey duteot to {po^ out of it. 
. On tue oth^ JauMitdt I feu that among other 
sn^einaa^ a^^cating this measure, there lara 
too. whfiNpB ffgr«t is, that the Leoomptoa Gm- 
tation «Jia tha manner of securing its presenta- 
hero, wer9 not moro odious to the people of 
imi tho free StatsB, oo that theur oUimate 
might be the soonvr aeeurod by a bloody 



conflict of Northern and Southera tifm on the 
plains of Kansas, and, la ca^ *f-e foMve in this, 
such bitter sectional excitcmertt, flh&ll certainly 
ensue, aa to produce a fusirm of ell politiCfti par- 
tics in the free States, combined as a pur«iy sec- 
tional party, agamat a sinsiiar fusion of all parties 
in the slwe States, by which disuinoil is made 
certain in the end. These speeohos I Will mt 
partlcuiarize. Thejhhv& ttaforf iinAtely gOM forth 
to the coxunry— those of tho Ifdrtb to be ye&d 
in the Soul-', that they there tea^have mm-ph* 
of how N«?«ihem people hate attd'«6^iee South- 
eru men^ aad thoaa of the South t» li« read in lii* 
North, that they may know ho«r they as-e seomed 
ar.d detested by the dtiasns of the goufe. 

The designe and purposes of boili Miss, it S« 
to bo feared, «je the same^to arcafte, driO, and 
prepare Sot strife the ininds of a. great js€iopl«^ 
no^ heppy, with bright prosp«ci« ft* the fttiire, 
and who, by their ooited «flergit«), in mUrinixnitg 
tho industrial and literary intofest* of the <*1!iol« 
country, are doing much mmn for the true hafUpi- 
nesa and prosperity of oa da. : " 

Without intandiilg to be offemrfvs or fwirafflAal, 
I must ba permitted to, say, I onrjr aoH*ie ma 
who cm look on csur country *i >fc, nM 
with composure antlbipato it8' <:«Bdidl6dk ith^ 
Mvered and divitUd. The mtt irW «aia ii^ti^iti- 
plate that terrible day, wkiMi, by Wfcsaott o£ l!i*Jl 
w«r,^ our b«autlM and growiag c{£l6i( td«r£^ 
ville^eSj MtaH ^ consuiood IVjr fit^i^^M!^ iUiftafiH!* 
tories razed to the gro(md^a» eoasaMMO br^iien 
up—our lovdy fiakJa «»d gsirditUB aiad« tlte 
aging groooda of rilMldroiarieQldU^y!-^^ '^^m^ 
tiona! trAde mi tmavimaaalliM &it ^M^dA ttxrM' 
dpal <iod fetnily ptifasei de8troydd>-r««r fcdfis drag- 
ged irom thei^ faoQief^-^4.4iaid th^r RigiKi atid ti«t^ 

afifeotionate mothers jnd 8i«t«se^ Id tho UeodV 
fields of civil Btrifa; aaS «di ^ stor/teg on£ of ik 
quertiottfta to how/vbea, oris wbi(i«ittam}^r, ft»iy 
tboueaod peoplo ONLY, in SkaaaSi ahill iottie !i»r 
themselves tbjeii* own ckHaeetb tJStika^t vaihw, 
how they shall «ooB«tf get cloiur of «feirfi!Ave«u^ 
and get tw» " J^rns SofP' Senctom and on© Rspre- 
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OP NORTH CAROLINA, 



pivered in the Houss of Bepresentatives, on the SOth of Mftpfiill, 



[r. Cbairmani, I have been sm attonttre iistener 
he arguments on this Lecompton question for 
3e months. Whilst some of the speeches have 
n calm i ud considerate, I fe«l conatrained to 
that, by f&r, the larger number have been vio- 
i and extremely eectlonai, tending directly to 
kken the resj;>ect, which thu North and the 
ih should have for each other, and which in 
Bntial to the safety of the '0Bk>n itael£ I have 
i-d and read epeeches delivered both in this 
iSe, and in the other end thia Capitol, by 
Itlcmen from the Kcrth &n<i. from the Sauthj 
[true epirit and meaning of' 'ifhicb is dieuniom 
frue, most, if not all, efo/m to love the Union 
: the Constitution. Th^ B^^^eches are filled 
Sbh exprefleiuQd of high vener*4tOb for the Con- 
ttatioQ of cur fatbere. They iui'Milge ia patriotic 
bains. Th«ir addroases ate r<t»l!ted is the most 
watiful habilimwt.i9, ovei'^w? iirith pro&s- 
:a and «88uranoe» most xm^migi The spirit 
ditunion i«, however, Uie fw^.-. It is pre* 
ted, and perusal and bondt'iig secured, as 
oa would in asp, in a casket <Kf ^>:ieaa^ul flowers. 
Mi detign ia evidently tot infoaa the poisonous 
irit of disiuniora — where, /or there, could be 
rMtption, were proper laieU i^^tfiohed. Vtfh 
^ons of patriotism are utterecS }& loud and elo* 
uent tones, £;>r^ peace acui hariiti.9i3y, whilst tb« 
ident drift is to exasperate and ?Mk<9 wider tltd 
rpach. ^ ' - 

!W^itti> pnia and regret ani' I fonvtd to the beliel^ 
tiM9ro are gentlemenk m thi« while they 

oppose the ^admissiw of S^on^^ ^b9 Iieoomp* 
tea GoQQtitalaQQi dio really t!^ bill to pass 
foe th^, Bskd of esr<ilP icona^quenM, disastrous 
IP the peace ao^ I^^jpsKwy the cw«ta!t$iry, irhieli 

, Oxk ^e oth«s jjMAiit I fei^ I'mwg otiser 
igentlemaa, ad^isooathig this meaea.-«, there kc» 
loe, wboi»<V<^t Is, tbat tiio L9r.'Aui,ptoB Qm' 
'tatioQ tins Ijaatmer of seewisg %j preo^atv 
a here, wer? oot laore odivus to people of 
and the l&«e Slates, iW tiliAt tliDiir ultimata 
might W the cocn«r tmami \/f a bloody 



conSict of NOfrthera afed 8outlteni antta oa the 
plains of Kansas, and, io (Mt of a ikihtm in this, 
each bitter sectional .xdeeaiettt, Shall certainly 
ensue, as to produce a fiiaion 6f all polltieal pat- 
tics in the free Stat .a, combined- M a jtar^ly seo- 
tional party, against a iriiailar fnsi^iQ of dl partiea 
in the elave States, by which dirauBH«a is made 
certain in the end. These speeches I will not 
particularize. Jfeey hav« «5rfor(t(nMeiy goa» fortak 
to the oountry—thobe of the North to be tetd 
ia the South, that tbey tli«re toiy hgra Bati^!«>» 
of how Korthern people bate mi d^ise Sout^* 
em mea ; and those of tlie Soath io be aasA m th^b 
North, that they may know botr t&ey are scowjAd 
and detested by the dtiseas of l^e Sdu^ 

The designs and porpofeea iA ftidftS, it S* 
to h6 feared, are the-satne^io- arbnio, drill, tod 
prepare for strife thb inifids of '« gfe«tj»«c^ 
now happy, wiOi i^right proi^p»c«B ftW the fiitiire, 
aad who, by their ooited «fier||i«tfS« ia tid^«(h>iiig 
the indnstaial and iitenu^ intefcsM of the 
country, . re doiag mach mora fef 11^ trtt«f luB]^i>i- 
ness and prosperity of 68 aH. : v 

Without intendiiigto be offedtf v« <j>j^ ^4riE^i«i4aI, 
I must be peraiitted to, I «n<ry toel -flKs aimi 
who caa look on our eounti^ m ii iaM 
with compossov aatibipi^ iti' (m^S^iS^ Witia 
teveredtkxA diniMd. The lattt tf^c '^^iNkMlu^ 
plate that tertihU 6$^i 'mkm;'^ wa^ ol^^^ 
irar» «or b*autifta and ^wi^ d»i%«»«r«i|l^ ia£ 
villases^ anaE ^ consniaed Ity'^fi^i^^ lammmi 
tories msed to the ^B&d-^i»«ena^a»«»> thriven 
up — oar iovftly fields ^f^trctotts likftde ^ tM^ 
groands cf iibiSiSx^m^Sk»f^-^ &«eH^ 
tioaal trade -siKlt»mitotieaticn({dfe«flt^ 
eipal and &ln% pe«M» 4es(voydd^TX9tt Men ^bag- 
ged from th^ tioateft»^<«taia ih» dslifi teiiM 

affdotlaaate motibt^ aad: i^sNM^lO the \A^f 
fields of civil BtriEs ; aad ddl tlUt jg|iotv&g| oat 6f 4 
naeMio&BS to bow/'wiseB, or in w&MimuuMT, l^y 
tbousaod people ^NL7, ie Eiiaga^i ^9bUl tst 
thsBiSelves Uieii> owa donaeetio tS^ONh^t' it^ket^ 
bow^they shall emmmtf mt detorn^' Albw^iw^ 
6iid get *w» ^^Frte-SoiT' Senrtors and one £«pr«- 
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!»ent4UTe in Congrese. I saj such a mau has no 
Jfeelissg in common with »ne— and none, I trust, 
with the great body of the hon^'St yeomanry of 
this country, of all sections. 

We have our troubles, I admit. We have had 
sectional troubles of a similar kind before. We 
hare had, aa now, disunion threatened, but thanks 
to the good sense of the people^ they have never 
yet incuBed to take the pr/cscriptious of those 
who boastingly decline to sing peans to the 
Union ! 

England, from whom we derive our nature and 
many of tiie free principles of which we boast, 
had her troubles. She has had her dissensions — 
her White and Red roses — her land has been 
tinged with blood in civil strife — and once the 
head of her King was brought to the block — but 
her people were attached to their government 
and their Ck>n6titutic:i. The storm passed away. 
The political atmosphere again became pur-? and 
healthful; , and the government was maintained 
and imprCTq'i And it is my honest conviction, 
that there ia too much good eense in the people 
of these United States to be led away with the 
idea of (Mmnion, on account of any uiiHcultics 
growing out of this question,, surrounded by such 
pecolitr circumstanceab I predict they will not — 
oolesa misled and deceived. But— figuratively 
•peHking— they will bring to the block the politi- 
flifU heads of all who shall insist on any Buch 
r«medy for euch complaint 

Mr. Ghahrman, it is not to be disguised, that 
oar Soathera people are anxious about appear- 
«Dcea jfor the future. They see the free States 
ia DOiaber ftad in B«presentati<»], already in the 
minority in both Bouses of Congress, and thid 
minority aoon to be largely increased ; that while 
the Soqth &U9 Into this minority, they have wit- 
o«saed,for the last fev yeara, among many people 
of the free States, an iocrea^g spirit of bitter 
hostility to the South &ad h&r uistitutions. Bat 
kit us like statesmen be calm, briefly trace the 
bistoty of this thing, and inquire why it is. 
Though by the censes, the actual figures show 
that we Dfttoel increase of population in the 
■Save States has been equal to the natural nativj» 
increase of the free States^ yet the free States 
have eioeUed sa in the eetttement of new Territo* 
rie« and raising np new States. 

In the first plACe we of the Southern States 
have boeSj, end cow aire, the advocates of free* 
nade, and many tut direct taxes. We have op- 
;[^«; v«4 tho |K^i^ of ' disoimluadon in fevor of our 
owa domestic industry in the old States, in regn* 
Ittdng^'vud saLnog ravenua, and no more than 
«Doajgh 40 d^Qray ue cxpeosira of the Government 
•MWOiBicafiy adminitAelwd. 307345 

To this polioy ir« have made m sabstance, sac- 
•(MBfal^9poeiti(Hi~-lA«r«&9 in a good degree cat- 
ting off nmch of the indncteatent. that woald have 
r«Uin«i th9 inclastttoos and energetic population 
ia tite otd Stales, «'ho, in oonaeqaenoe, have moved 
to the Territories, theitie settled, made new and free 
States, and b^esine producers instead of con> 
sttmera «Kf tbe eerthV prodaotioB8. 

hi. .th«. second place, ,* majority of Southern 
politieiias hare noifisrmly favored the policy of 
invitizi^^ a&orin^ p^rsoading, and in fact hiring 
emifrattts— not only the cHlsens of the States, 



but of the whole world, to move and settle in our 
Territories. Homesteads, hj way of pre-emptions, 
in the Territories, are offered to all "the world. 
The language of the whole polifiy is in substecce, 
"come ye all the Earth, and settle in our Territo- 
ries — here you can become citizens, and without 
waiting to be naturalized, according to the laws of 
the Union, you can vote f.nd hold office:" the 
result of which has beeu to run tVoni the old 
States, (slave and free) into the Territories, much 
of their population, and particularly that portion, 
though youDg, industrious, and worthy, who huve, 
or take but little interest in the institutions of the 
South,— and besides, we find growing out of this, 
that iundreds of thousands of foreigners are 
flocking to us every year — that foreign paupers 
are by thousands and thousands being set ipon 
our shores. In fact, I find from the best o$cial 
statements, that the number of foreign emigpnts 
that came to this covmtry from June the Ist, jB60, 
to December 31st, 1851, was five hundreoand 
fifty-eight thousand — for the year 1852, preo 
hundred and seventy -five thousand — for thefyear 
1863, three hundred and sixty-eight thou8an(|-for 
the year 1 854, nearly the same. The war il the 
East diminished the number, but I venture tmpre- 
diction ihat between the years 1850 and 1860pere 
will have come to this country foreigners eilugh 
to place in each of twenty new States more ppu- 
lation than is now in the Territority of Kisas. 
These foreigners make their way mainly tjtho 
Territories, or crowd into the free States, occ^on- 
ing increased emigration from them, T 

These facts being undeniable, I submi^l'bow 
important it is for our Southern politidai to 
turn their attention to them. While the i^ple 
of the North were willing to dispense wii§ and 
check this immense immigration among thci| for 
reasons of a social character, to diminish jheir 
taxes, prosecutions and the inmates of thciipoor 
houses, jails and* penitentiaries, I respedftilly 
ask, why should not the South, to a man, f(^ea- 
Bona as well understood as expressed, have jjtoed 
iu this great mcf^ement ? and if in the iSrst ii>ve- 
ments aK<l organisations any rules were ad|^ted 
too strict or stringent to be generally enftpBed, 
or too severe on the honest immigrant, toHave 
given iheir potent aid and influence in modiiiDg 
the same, so as to have carried most utsefai iwdta 
to our beloved South? Bat it has beenpeii 
pleasure to pursue a different coarse, and tCre- 
Bults thereof have, in no small degree, conbcwted 
to the embarraeshig circcmstancea that now ^eem 
to gather around ua and swallow np our infl Inee 
in the National CouncU. The argameot has fBeb, 
"settle and populate the Territories," forg jUng 
the fact (hnt in the tast seTOnty-nfd yeaiv6ur 
population has JccTeSeed from three to §>me 
twemty-seven mlIlionB-^in«/o?<i— aisd if the 
ratio of inereaae shall obtdn f(M^ the next se^ty- 
fire years, the result will be nine times t^ty- 
seven millions— showing how important ft^'M 
Territories may be (sold at rejuionable price^^d 
into the treasury,) for the homes of our owi^ps- 
terity, and of honest worthy foreigners, hrho 
come to us as they did in former days, from Kove 
of our free government, and who are wiUlfl; to 
settle among us, sure of behig protected f aB 
their rights of raljgtoa and property, and whl sm 
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williug to wait uuUl they have uaderetood aud 
become familiar with our people and their institu- 
tione before claiming the right to participate in 
their governmout. 

These suggestions I have made to Southern 
gentlemen here, and throughout the slave States, 
that on reflection they may determine whether 
they have not been remiss in failing to come to 
the aid of a cause quite material to Southern in- 
fluence and Southern interests. 

I was very much entertained, Mr. Chairman, by 
the speech of the gentleman from Lousiana [Mr. 
Sandidgb] and, if I had time, I should like to incor- 
porate at least half of it in mine, to show, in ad- 
dition to the millions that have already come, how 
many more millions of paupers are to come under 
our present system of inviting them to come here. 

But, Mr. Chairman, vrhat is it that we have 
been discussing here for the last ninety days? 
This discussion has been either intentionuUy or acci- 
dentally conducted so as to bring out the extreme 
sectioaal views of gentlemen from the South 
and from the North. It is only within the 
last eight or ten days that ai^y conservatire man 
has been permitted to address the House on this 
agitated question. It is said that this ia a ques- 
tion wheCher any more slave States shall come 
into this Union, and speech ailer speech ia made 
and sent to the South to tell the Southern people 
that wo are solemnly debating in the House of 
Representatives the naked question whether any 
more slave States shall come into the Union. 

Why, Mr. Ghairmao, if that werfe true, if that 
were the only question here, it might have been 
settled within twentjj^four hours after this debate 
commenced. If thst were the only question, I 
take it that all onr American friends would ^ute 
for it, every man from the South would vote for 
it, I know that our Dougks Democrats would vote 
for it, and I am inclitied to think that the Frec- 
P/oil wing of the Democracy — these Buffalo-plat- 
form mea~could be got to vote for it, with a 
Grkkn amendment. That is my opioioc. 

But, Mr. Chrdrman, is that the question ? On 
what has this debate arisen f On the special mes- 
sage of the President Does be eay that whether 
there shall be any more slave States is the ques- 
tion ? No sir ; that message, as I understand it, 
means these two things — and it means nothing 
more and nothing less — to the South, " come in Le- 
corapton," and to Northern gentlemen, " it is the 
Burest and readiest way, and the only certain way, 
in which yoH can confiscate Southern property 
and get clear of negroes in Kansag." I have 
listened to gentlemen here profesi^lng gfeat regard 
for the interests of the South, and, whilst wljof 
them have been eloquent on tho first part of the 
picture, they have aU, ea^e and except a gentle- 
man irom the chivalrous State of South Carolina, 
passed over that portion as tenderly as sucking 
doves. [Laughter.] I will read from the Presi- 
dent's message, in order that there may be no mis- 
take abnat: 

** As a question of expediency, after the right 
' has been maintained, it may be wise to te&sct 
' upon the benefits to Kansas and the whole coun> 
' try which would result from its immediate ad- 
' mission into the Union, as well as the disasters 



' which may follow its rejection. Domestic peasv 
will be the happy consequence of its admission : 
' and that fine Territory, which has hitherto been 
' torn by dissensions, will rapid 'y increase in popu- 
'lation and wealth, and speedily realize the 
' bleedings and the comforts which follow in the 
'train of agricultural and raechtmical industry. 
' The people will then be sovereign, and can re- 
'gulate their own affairs in their own way. If 
' a majority of them desire to abolish domestic 
' slavery within the State, there is no other po»- 
' Bible mode by which this can be effected to 
' speedily as by prompt admission. The will of 
'the majority is supreme and irrestible when ex- 
' pressed in an orderly and lawful manner. They 
' can make and unmake constitutions at pleasure. 
' It would be absurd to say that they can impose 

* fetters upon their own power which they cannot 
•afterwards remove. If they could do this, they 
' might tie their own hands for a hundred as well 
' as for ten years. These are fundamental prind- 

* pies of *A.merican freedom, and are recognized, I 
' believe, in some form or other, by every State 

* constitution ; and if Congress, in the act of &d- 
' mission, should think proper to recognize thera, 
' I can perceive no objection to such a course. 
' This has been done emphatically in the «oziStita- 
' tion of Kansas. It declares in the bill of right* 
' that 'all political power is inherent in the people, 

* and ail free governments are founded on then* an- 
' tboritj, and instituted for their beiiefit, and tbere- 
' fore liiey have at all times an inalienable and in- 
' deafeasiblo right to alter, reform, or abolish their 
' form of govornment in such manner aa they may 
' think proper.' The great State of New York is 
' at this moment governed tinder a b^nstitntion 
'framed and established ir direct opposition to the 
'mode prescribed by the previous constitution. 
' If, therefore, the provision changing the Kansas 
' constitution after the year 1864, could by poi- 

< sibility be construed Into a prohibition to make a 
' change previous to that period, this prohibition 
'would be wholly unavailing. The Le^islatnre 
'already elected may, at its very first session, 
' submit the question to a vote of the people 
' whether they wiU or will not have A convention to 
' amend their constitution, aud adopt all noceBsaiy 
'means for giving efieot to the popolarwUL ' 

" It has been solemnly adjudged, by the highest 
'judicial tribunal known to our laws, that slavery 
' exists in Kansas by virtne of the OonstiiimJon of 

< the United States. Kansad is there&rc, ai this 
, moment, as much a slave Slate as ^e>org!a or 
, South Carolina; Without this, tfa^ eqiuSty oi 
, the Bov«reign States composing the Union wonld 
I be violated, and the use and enjoyment of a Ter* 
^ ritory acquired by the common trelunre of all 
^ the States, would be closed against the peibplt; 
'atid the property of nearly hau the membora of 

* the confederacy." 

And th^n he concludes with this very cheering 
doctrine for Southern men and Southern interests ^ 

" Slavery can, therefore, never be prohibited ift 
' Kansas, ^except by mtans of a, ° oonetalatienDal 
'provision, andiu no other toiiumer «an t^is be 
' obtiuned iso promptly, if b nu^oslty of the p«opte 
' desire it, as by admitting it into the Union un- 
' der its present constitution." 
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The President points out the way in advance. 
Be at:s;??»l«a the Free-Soilers In EanBAS to dislike 
the con^itutiotx. Ho requests this prompt means 
of getting slavery out of Kansaa to bo recognized 
ia (he biU of admieeioD. 

Hera the message. I submit it to the Chair- 
tnant to the Coatmittee, and to Southern men — sup- 
pose, th&t iodtoad of having the name of James 
Buchftoaa attached to it, it had had the name of 
the distioguiehed gentleman from Ohio, Joseca 
B« Gi0i>iNae at the end of it, I ask, if that name 
had h^n &tt«2h6d, whether it would not have 
beea «n entirely different case ? Wa would pro- 
Tiounae it a riak abolition document. And yet, 
air^ our Southern friends come up here and talk 
f,bo9t a^SQCia^ng with Abolitionists, and of hug- 
ewg AboUtiOQ doctrines as a avcet morsel ! Why, 
Jii;, Chairman, the whole thing in that message is, 
V inrnth Komoi — mU vnthskmery in Kamai^ — 
fbi;4 idetttioally the samo thing m in the Senate bill, 
that dt« South ia called upon to rally as one man te 
the support of. I have asked many of our Lecomp- 
tor^ frienda if this Gkkkm amendment, which they 
hi^ve. got ia th« biU, apeaks the language of this 
message I, Some say bo, others soy it does ; and 
there ia aoothar dasa who give the answer the 
girl gave to her mother, when asked, if a certain 
geotiemaa waa courting her ; she replied, " it is a 
Msrtar so, and a oorter not so, and rather more a 
sorter so tbati a sorter not so." [Laughter.] Now, 
that am^ndment ias very little thing — only a few 
lme«. Thore is not much of it, but I tell you I 
nover read it over but it reminds me very much 
ofUie bOy who was scolded for not making the 
potatoo hills on a wet morning large enough. 
" Well dad," aaid he, " it is a fact that they ttre 
es^f but I tell you tliey have got a darned sight 
of diijt i^ them." [Laughter. J Sir, if thia is a 
pill,gtld.«4 over. to. make it acceptable to some 
Qttm men, couthem men ought to be ashamed 
ut it. I koow that this peculiar policy is prae- 
tmed in our , little) electioneering scuiBes in our 
country, and I suppose everywhere else, but 
I Qovur 9appo9ed it ought to obtain in the 
Gongross o£ our nation. Onoo when I charged 
a triend of mine with having said some foollBh 
Utioga in « ^eoh which he had made, and told 
luia that 1 tbottgtkt be bad hurt our csuse, he said : 
*' Ah, Oikaer, y«a do cot knotr the folks as well as 
I do. AgreatBj^y people are like a nest of 
young bitoa, if yon tap the eide of the tree, they'll 
open their tnoatbs. and swallow the worm dowa." 
[Laughter.] Soutbem men supposed that we bad 
gut fometbing by t2i« Dred Scott deci*iou. I, for 
<^te, aa a Southern o^an thought wo had obtained 
apoi^bing ; ^ tboiigbt that we had got upon safe 
ground ; that iro had perfect equality in the Ter- 
ritories ; that f e could go tber« with our institu- 
t}(Hi« and oor picoparty, aad bo jost as safe there 
M the men who go there fiwa^ soy other aeotion 
mHa. any oiber species of property. Bat if thia 
is Uie meaning, if this is the result of the Dred 
goott dsditton, then those of us who go into the 
Territories with onr slave property, nave to run 
two ehanoe»— 0e8e that the people may exclude us 
ti>«y come to form ibeir constitatioo, and if 
they do no( rnfi mml 9A first, then whenever the 
n)4oei^7 ®f people de«ire it, they may ran as 
«M ovr oagro^a out. And thk it the doctrine 



upon which the South is to stand— this is the 
doctrine, mark you, which Alabama and other States 
are to go out of the Union on, if they cannot get. 
It is not from any objection to the constitution of 
Kansas that I, as a Southern man, oppose her ad- 
mission. I wouid be pleased that we could fairly 
end properly get slavery permanently in Kansas. 
But I object to this doctrine, that we can be pro- 
tected in our property while in partnership, du- 
ring the Territorial state, but the moment we be- 
eome an incorporation — a State — every man that 
owns joint stock is instantly liable by constitu- 
tional provisfon I o have his property confiscated. 
And this is the doctrine which we have been told 
here, month after month, and day, after day, that 
every Southern man must stand upon, otherwise 
he is an Abolitionist and opposed to the interests 
of the South ! 

Mr. Chairman, what is the question which has 
agitated the country for the last four years f It is 
one that hcs taken up the entire attention of Con- 
gress. Wfj have been figuring about it until, I 
believe, not only the country but the Governmtnt 
itsolf is upon the verge of bankruptcy. This q^ies- 
tioa commenced with two faces— ana for the Free- 
Soil Democrats of the North, and one for the 
South ; and the same identical double face is in 
this bill, and I will detain the Committee only for 
a moment, while I refer thorn to some history of 
it. We had our troubles some years ago, grow- 
ing out of the discussion of the compromise meu- 
sures. In January, 1851, the venerable fathers of 
the land, Whigs and Democrats, gathered together, 
with Henry Clay at thdr head, and drew up a 
pledge to the country that tvom and after that day 
their influence would be exerted against every 
man for office, State or Federal, who would re- 
fuse) to stand upon ttte platform of the a(Jjustmeut 
me«uBar«B of 18^.: Tbo people rfdljed to that 
standard. The Democratic convention met in 
Baltimore, in 1B62; the Whig convention met at 
the same plf ce, and they both lH>wGd down at the 
same altar of peace upon this agitating question. 
They re-affirined in substance what Mr. Fiilmoro 
said in December, 1851, that this compiomise of 
1850 shoald be a finality, and there should be no 
more agitation of the slavery question in or out of 
Congress. To that both of the great leadmg par- 
ties were pledged to the country. They put their 
candidates upon that platform. General Fierce 
was elected. He was installed. Unfortunately, 
however, be in a short time made some injudi- 
cioos appointments ; he turned out the true Dem- 
ocrats of the North, men who I am proud to find 
standing in the saine ranks they did then. Van 
fiuren, Dis, Cochrane & Co., the Buffalo plat- 
form men, were then ooming in, and the party was 
about to brfiak up. Something had to be done. 
'iPhe .^.dministrotion was going down. A prescript 
tipn had to be made. It was given-r-and on the 
priqolple that you prescribe to one choked with a 
turnip, get him to swallow a pumpkin, and it 
would relieve him. [Laughter.] They went upon 
this Cincinnati platfoim. I am not going to de- 
tain the Committee to show how our friends viewed 
it in the Soath. That ia well known. I desire to 
ehow how the matter stands with the Administra* 
tion, to show what the Democratic Free-Soilerx 
said before, afterwards^ and all the timo. A few 



months before tlie Ciuclniiati oonventiou met, a 
distinguished Free-Soiler wrote to the North. Mr, 
Hubbard, Mr. Woodbury, and all these noisy men 
of the Buffalo convention, bogau to give evidence 
that they w^anted to return to their friends. Here 
la one ; I give it a« a fair epecimen of their letters 
and speeciies. It is the letter of Hon, C. C. Cam- 
breling : 

"Huntington, Beceinier 8, 1866. 
•'William H. Ludlow, Esq.: 

"M? UK AS sir: Even Southern men in Kansas 
'acknowledge that it will inevitably be a free State. 
'This is the last struoglr fob blavkry ; for ihe 
•half dozen Territories remaining are already free 
'and will remain so. 

"There would not have been half the trouble 
'about Kansas, but for Atchison's struggle to get 
' back into the Senate. As the question now stauds, 
'there ought to bo no difiaculty whatever in unit- 
'ing the Democratic party — lor the principle of 
•the Nebraska and Kansas bill — Kiiqatter sover- 
' eignty — whatever its origin, gives us every Terri- 
' tory belonging to the United States — and all we 
' have now to insist upon is, that it eiiall be bonest- 
' ly enforced — that Karisea shall ha ve fair play. 
' Practically there is no difference worth quarreling 
' about. 

" It appears to me to be perfectly absurd for us 
' to be grumbling about ' squatter sovereignty ' at 
'the present time, when squatter sovereignty will 
' make free every inch of territory now belonging 
' to the United States. 

"After the acquisition of California, with the 
' prospect of the addition of more Mexicai! Icrri- 
' tory, when Gen. Casa proposed the docti iae of 
' non-intervention, it was an important question, 
' as it might have led to the introduction of many 
' slave States ; but after the South had betn com- 
' pletely checkmated by California's declaration in 
'/atior nf freedom^ we had no reafonto object to the 
' doctrine of n</n-intervetition, or xqnatttr tover' 
' eigniy. Wo have now, besides Kansas and Ne- 
' braska. New Mexico, Utah, MinncKota, Oregon 
' and Washington, making seven Territories, which 
' will give us seven free States. Some think the 
' fate of Kansas doubtful, but the invasion of the 
' Mintouri rowdies, independent of natural causes, 
' will make it a free State. These borderers came 
' over first to vote for pro-slavery men — the sec- 
' ond time to vote against them in the location of 
' the Capital — and tlio third time to make a blue- 
' let under Shannon, plunder the people, and drink 
' whisky. 

"Under such circumstances I cannot conceive 
' wbat we can possibly gain by redistil) sr a principle 
' which has hitheito excluded slavery from our Ter- 
' ritories. 

"The slaveholders willnot get Kanaa?, and they 
' are now deprived of the pretext ©''going into the 
' Territories south of thirty-six degrees thirty min- 
' utes, under that compromise. They generally op- 
' posed non-intervention on that ground, and con- 
' tended for carrying the compromifie line to the 
' Pacific ocean. It is certainly not for our interest 
* now to have that compromise line restored. Why 
' the South should nave voted for its repeal is & 
' question for themselves to settle. They all, at the 
' time, admitted that Kansas would nevor be a slave 



• State. I hope our friends will meet the issii. 
' boldly, and leave the question of State organiza- 
' tiou to the people of the Territory, who have the 
' natui«l and best right to decide for themselves. 

. " Let THE squatters settle— hut insist that that 
'principle of tha Nebraska act shall be honestly 
' cariied out; that the squatters shall kavefair play, 
' and shall not be controlled bj Invaders from Mie- 
' Bouci, or any military power whatever. As to 
' 'more slave States,' there are none in prospect; 
' and it is useless to embarrass ourselves by antici- 
' pating questions which may or may not ulse." 

Now, sir, these two wings are standing to-day 
exactly where they etood before. Tell nie, if you 
please, why these men you are hugging to your 
bosom on the other side, stand with you? those men 
who were, and now are, rank Free-SoiJers ? Tell 
us why the Grken amendment ia admitted? Which 
would you rather have for your bed:feIIowB? I 
tell you the difference is very much like tiiu slave's 
reply when aeked whether Jim and Mofe werft not 
very much alike? He said, " Te?, very much lilike, 
indeed ; and particularly Moee^ [Laughter .] It 
is not so m8cb, I fear, that they cai e about gutting 
negroes into Kansas, or getting them out. It is 
net any principle of this kind. It is, I apprehend, 
a mere contrivance by w^hich jobbing has been car- 
ried on in this country to keep certain men in 
power. In fact this whole management and shuf- 
fling reminds rue of what occurred in one of our 
North Carolina towns some years ago. A silly fel- 
low declared himself a candidate for town consta- 
ble. The boys had a circular printed for him. It 
was printed on both sides like this — with Lecompton 
on one side, and Gbkkn upon the other. On one 
4de, he addressed himself to the debtors : " Fello w- 
citizens, vote forme, and if I am elected constable, I 
will never forpe you to payment, even at any ex- 
tremity." On the other side was an address to the 
creditors: "If you will come up and vote for me, 
and I shall be elected, I promLje, upon my honor, 
I will have your money paid, in every instance, at 
the drop of a hat." 

Mr. Chairman, I am not disposed to detain this 
Committee with a review of the decifion of the 
Supremo Court in the Dred Scott case. All I hav« 
to say is this: that my views upon the constitu- 
tionality of the Missouri compromise were known 
long before that decision was made ; and I tboughs 
that the compromise was not in accoitilaQce with 
the spirit of the Constitution. Although my opin- 
ion inclines to that of the Supreme Court, and did 
before the decision was made, yet, from the length 
of time it had been a compromise, I was disposed 
to look upon{it as a compromise which bad better 
be abided by. As in tho case of two neighbors 
whoso boundary line is in dispute— a boundary 
which can only bo settled by the provisions of a 
deed, and no agreement they might mak« by parol 
would change the lino fixed by the deed, any more 
than any agreement between two sections of the 
country by Cou^^ress, could be changed. But when 
the neighbors have esUiblished a line b}* parol agree- 
ment, staked and chopped it off, and have lived Sn 
peace, harmony, and prosperity under it for more 
than thirty years, if they should come to mo and 
ask my advice, whether thev should break up this 
old landmaik — now the true lino being aecei-ttuaed 
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by the deM— and go b&ck to their rights iwseord- 
ing to law, I shotiild B&jr. 03 & raaHf a neiehboir, ancl 
tui a Ghristian, also, lhat they had better let the old 
landmarks stand and abide bjth6m ; and by no 
means revive aid dieputee and quarrok. So with 
the case of this Missouri compromise. I do not 
believe the South is gbing to gain anything by its 
repe&S, and I firmly believe that the only reward 
the South will ever get from its repeal will be to 
ber injory, and' anything but an advantage to her 
true interests. 

Bat itissaid that the only way to pacify thecoun- 
try is to admit no amendments to this bill; that it 
cannot be bettered ; that in no way can it be im- 
proved ; that it has got to be passed in the shape 
in which it is presented, even though a proposition 
shhuld be presented, which, if carried out, would 
more effectualily pacify and quiet the country and 
settle the whole question. Why, say they, it would 
be intervention. Now, let me detain the Commit 
tee a moment to show ridiculous that idea is. 
What is this thing of non-intervention ? Why, is 
it intervention to leave the people of a Territory 
perfectly free and nntrammeled to eetlJe this, with 
al! other questions, in their own way, fairly and prop- 
erly, snbject only to the Constitution of the United 
States? 

Kow, sir, do we consider it any intervention, in 
the case of a trial by jury, after the verdict is 
announced, to set the same £^ide, and grant a 
new trial upon afiSdavits which clearly prove and 
patiafy the judge that the verdict was obtained by 
fraud', by perjury, by deception, or by any mal- 
practices? la it any intervention for an honest 
and conscientious judge, after being satisfied of 
the facts by reliable aSdavits, to say that he doubt- 
ed whether the verdict had been fairly obtained, 
end in the exercise of the discretion which is vest- 
ed in him, decidfe to' grant a new trial, in order 
thatjuHice might be dor.e ? Is that an inter- 
ference with the right of truil by jury ? And 
suppose a jury is empannelled to settle the ques- 
tion, and they come back to the jud^e, and one 
of the jury gets up and says the verdict is so and 
m, and another says it is not eo, «nd the judge 
tolls thfm, " gentlemen, you had better retire, get 
together again and consult, and agree tipon your 
verdict, and, when you come in, it will he record- 
ed" — 19 that any ioteference ? I wanted to show 
how ridiculous this idea is. Is that intervention ? 
What are Gbekk's and TnGH's amendme» ts? Let 
our Northern antl-elavery men, of all parties, un- 
derstand that the President of the United States 
has fjiven a true construction to the Dred Scott 
decision, and you will never have an f more fuss 
aboot this matter from them. The President 
says it means that when the people of any State 
see proper to get together in a legal way, to g«t up 
a convention sanctioned by law, a mere majority 
vote of their assembly Free- Soil, they may form a 
constitution and the negroes will all slope. That 
is giving the Abolitionidts a new cue, and one 
which will run out the institution of my beloved 
section from all the Territories, certainly, and en- 
danger it in many of the States. 

Mr. Ohairnmii, I desire to look upon this queF- 
tion witliout reference to any section, or how it will 
effect any body other than the general good and 
f»»>iic«! of the whole country. If no other plan can 



bis dcviaed and agreed on, I may feel myseif ooa- 
strained to vote for the measure, being urg«dby 
Southern friends and seeticinal pressure. And if I 
do, the Green amendment stricken out, it will not 
be (and I say it here,) t measure which my wuQd 
judgmentcan Improve as tha betterplan< If Iconid, 
I would put the whole responsibility upon the De- 
mocracy, where it belongs, for I do believe if 
they would relax, a little, and honestly 'set their 
heads to work with our Southern friends and other 
conservative men in this House, this whole mat- 
tera might be put upon a footing entirely satisfac- 
tory to the South— to the East— to the West — to 
the North — satisfactory to the people of Kansas— 
ard without any compromise of any principle — 
substantiaUy in the manner indicated by m^ here- 
tofore. 

I must say that when I hear it asserted here, 
and everywhere, and the proofs strongly tending 
to show thfet the government of Kansas was, in the 
first instance, ruthlessly snatchod fi dm the people, 
unconstitutional test oaths applied, by which tho 
minority, who by fraud obtained the control of tho 
government, and by which the majority were kept 
from participating in the government — when I am 
told — and the proof tends that way— that not 
more than one-huJf of the counties of the Terri- 
tory were permitted to be represented in tho con- 
vention, I doubt the propriety of supporting tho 
constitution framed thus. I dissent from the idea 
that a majority of the counties of any State can 
make a constitution that is binding on the minority 
of counties who did sot have a chance to be rep- 
resented in the convention. Why havo you more 
judges than one ? It is not simply for the sake of 
numbers, but that there may be conference, ar- 
gument, interchange of views. We may be to- 
day all inclined one way, and to-morrow a greater 
ana better mind than an; of us, representing but 
oC'j district, may make a suggestion sufficient to 
change tht opinion of the whole Congress. We 
know that tho election of the 4th of January 
was recognised by the Secretary of State, who 
gave instnictiona that that very election should 
be fairly held, and the votes fairly and impartially 
taken ; that vote turns out to be over ten thousand 
against the constitution. We arc told, too, and 
assured, that the Legislature of tho Territory, 
representing the will of the people, are unani- 
mously protesting against tliis thing ; and we arc 
also told that the whoh constitution rests on 
fraud, deception, and violence. And, permit me 
to say, further, as a Southern man, that when I sec 
my Southern friends on the Special Committee in 
this mutt«r, declining to obey the instructions of 
the House, and shrinking from inquiry, it leaves 
the suspicion stronger on my mind tliat these re- 
ports are true. I hope that they are not. I hope 
that the deeds perpetrated there have not been so 
horrible as they have been represanted ; but when 
I sec chivalrous gentlemen from my own section 
of tho Union turning ^ their back upon an investi- 
gation, and saying that we had better not look 
into these things, I take it for granted that there 
is more in these asaertions than I before sup- 
posed. But, sir, this Special Committee was di- 
rected to do another thing. That was, to tell us 
whether this Territory had within its confines 
ninety-three thousand inhabitants. Now, I ask 



every man here, on what iigures, and on what 
evidence, he can satisfy his mind that there are 
ninety-three thousand in Kansas? What was the 
last census ? 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Twenty-three thou- 
sand. 

Mr. GILMER. How long ago was that ? 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Last June. 

Mr. GILMER. Then where, I appeal to South- 
ern men, do you get the requisite ninety-three 
thousand population? But they come forward 
and say that the Republicans wanted to have 
Kansas admitted under the Topeka constitution, 
and therefore they are estopped. And they also 
say that at the last Congress our Democratic 
friends undertook to pass an enabling act, and 
therefore they are estopped. Well, that may apply 
to the Republicans, and may get them out of 
court. It may very well apply to our Democratic 
Southern friends, and turn tham out of court. 
But what are they going to do with the poor 
Americans? We say that the Republicans were 
mistaken, and that that was only a movement of 
intemperate zeal. We want to know what the 
facts are. I venture to say that there are not four 
individuals there to every single voter. The ex- 
perience of this country shows that in a territory 
where there are but few females, and few old or 
very young persons, the voters are in the ratio of 
not move than one to every three or four. Well, 
now, take the ten thousand voters and multiply 
that figure by three — you have but thirty thousand 
of population there. Multiply it by four, and you 
bavft but forty thousand. Multiply it by five, 



and you have but fifty thousand. Multiply it by 
six — what wo all know is for beyond the ratio— 
and you have only got sixty thousand. And yet 
here are Southern gentlemen — men who want to 
protect the equality of Southern represontation in 
Congress — coming forward here in hot haste and 
depftuncing as an Abolitionist every man who will 
not consent to allow the thirty thousand or forty 
thousand quarrelling people of Kansas to come in 
as a State, and to send here two Jim Lanes and 
somebody else like them, to vote in the Congress 
of the United States ; and that all for Southern 
interest! 

That, mark you. Is advancing the great in- 
terests of the South! I know tliera is not a man 
here who can say that he has evidence that there 
is a population of ninety-three thousaad people in 
the Territory of Kansas. The fact is nwt eo; and 
the fact that our Southern friends, having the 
control of the Special Committee, declined to in- 
quire into that important point, proves that it is 
not so. 

But, Mr. Chairman, permit me to say, in con- 
clusion, that we are not left in the dark, and without 
precedents as the proper course to be pursued in 
a difficulty of this kind. Kentucky, after several 
attemptfi, was admitted into the Union and al- 
lowed to frame her constitution subsequently, in 
her own way. So I believe now, that Kansas 
should be allowed to come into the Union, and 
that she should be allowed to settle this question 
and frame a constitution for kersel£ Do this, and 
Kansas will be satisfied — the House will be satis- 
fied — and the whole Union will be satisfied. 
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